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Winter 2021/2022 

 

Dear Members of the Hewlett-Woodmere Community, 
 

I hope you are all well and enjoying the magical holiday season. 
 

As I sat down to write this letter yesterday, it dawned on me that it was the Winter Solstice and 
the shortest day of the calendar year. Due to the fact that the Northern Hemisphere tilts the 
farthest away from the sun, December 21 has the least amount of daylight and the most amount 
of darkness.  
 

Beginning today, each successive day will get ever so slightly longer until we reach the sunniest 
day of the year on June 21. 
 

As I reflect on where we were as a school community just 12 short months ago, everything simply 
looked and felt different. Our students were participating in three modes of instruction. Our 
activities were held virtually. Our athletic seasons were abbreviated. Concerts and musicals and 
plays were cancelled.   
 

We returned from the holiday break in 2021 filled with a sense of renewal and hope that the new 
year would bring with it an end to the pandemic that was undermining our lives. The days and 
weeks drew longer and spring, like hope, sprung eternal and we were able to plan and host 
outdoor in-person graduation ceremonies for the Class of 2021 from all of our schools. Nothing 
felt as wonderful as watching our graduates celebrate with their classmates.  
 

Normalcy was within our grasp as the summer sun warmed our skin and our hearts. We were able 
to host our four summer programs once again to the joy of hundreds of parents and children.  
 

The beginning of the 2021-2022 school year brought mask mandates and social distancing, but we 
were able to welcome ALL of our students back for in-person learning for the first time since 
March 2020. Autumn leaves fell with pep rallies and homecoming, and pumpkin patches and 
Thanksgiving feasts for the ages.  
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Our District has come so far since last December when we were unable to host our time-honored 
and traditional celebrations. Our schools have come alive throughout the past few weeks as 
gingerbread houses were built, puff balls were tossed, lights sparkled, and holiday songs filled the 
air. 
Despite the wonder and beauty of the winter, and our fervent desire to leave COVID-19 in our 
wake, I urge you to celebrate safely throughout the holiday season.  
 

While it is impossible to know what we will encounter in 2022, the one thing I know for sure is that 
we will continue to emerge into the sunlight as a community. Once we ring in the new year, the 
days will continue to get longer as we inch ever closer to the finish line of the summer solstice and 
long, carefree sunny days.    
 

On behalf of everyone here at Hewlett-Woodmere Public Schools, I wish you health, happiness, 
peace, and light in 2022. 
 

Warm regards, 

Ralph Marino, Jr. 
Ralph Marino, Jr., Ed.D. 
Superintendent  
 


